CHAPTER XXIX

CHARLES  STEWART PARNELL

I MET Charles Stewart Parnell for the first time
shortly after he had entered the House of Commons in
1876. My acquaintance with him grew closer and
closer, and soon ripened into companionship and friend-
ship. For a great many years I saw him probably more
often than any other of his political comrades could
have done. I knew him intimately during all those
long years, and he came to see me at my house in Lon-
don only three weeks before his death. I shall not
invite my readers to enter into any consideration of
political questions; I am only anxious to draw, to the
best of my ability, a portrait of Parnell as he appeared
to me and as I knew him. I may, perhaps, say at once
that, when I entered Parliament, Parnell was not yet
leader of the Irish party, and I did not enter the House
of Commons as a political partisan of his as opposed to
Isaac Butt. It was not he who urged me to seek for
election to the House of Commons ; and when I received
an invitation from the County of Longford, I positively
declined to pledge myself to his Parliamentary policy.
I was elected to the House of Commons in absolute in-
dependence, without any promise to him and without
any authoritative help from him. It was not until I
had been for some time in the House that I became
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